1 Peter Bible Study, Part 7
February 22, 2008
1 Peter 1:20-21
“He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.”
1) What about Jesus?
a. “Foreknown before the foundation of the world…”

i. Jesus, the second of the triune parts of God, was known and glorious even before creation; John 17:5,24, John 8:58, Ephesians 1:4
b. “…but was made manifest in the last times…” 

i. Though Jesus always existed, His gospel message was not revealed clearly to the people until His incarnation; Romans 16:25-26, 2 Timothy 1:10, John 1:14

2) What about God?

a. “…raised (Jesus) from the dead…”

i. Through God’s power, Christ was raised, and this being the necessary act for the expiation of sins; Acts 2:24, Romans 10:9, Colossians 2:13-14
b. “…and gave Him glory…”

i. Following Christ’s death, God awarded Him with the Crown of Glory, reinstating Him to the previous glory He had prior to the incarnation; Hebrews 2:9, Acts 3:13, John 17:5,24

3) What about you?

a. “…who through (Jesus) are believers in God...”
i. It is only by Jesus that we may receive salvation, that which is necessary to partake in the glory of God; John 14:6, 1 Timothy 2:5
ii. This salvation was procured for us with Christ before the foundation of the world; Ephesians 1:4, 2 Timothy 1:9, Revelation 13:8
b. “…your faith and hope are in God.”

i. This connects with v.20: “…but (Christ) was made manifest in the last times for your sake so that your faith and hope are in God.”
ii. Through the first 21 verses we have been called to “hope fully” (v.13) and told about “the outcome of (our) faith” (v.9).  Thus, here Peter is showing that our hope and faith is reconciled to God, and may now be in God, by Christ who is our mediator.
